[image: image1.png]



1 APOLOGIES

Members are reminded that apologies should be given in advance of the meeting and will be noted in the Minutes. If a Councillor is absent for 6 consecutive months, an apology must be approved by the Council, prior to the 6 months elapsing or the Councillor will be disqualified. Members are requested to note any given apologies for the October meeting. 
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21 October 2024. 
The Chairman is required to sign the Minutes as a true record. 
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any interests in respect of matters contained in the agenda. A Councillor with a disclosable pecuniary interest or any other interest, as set out in the Council’s Code of Conduct, is subject to statutory restrictions on the right to participate and vote on that matter – see Standing Order 2020 (13)  

Any alterations to declarations of interest made throughout the municipal year, must be submitted to the Clerk, to be forwarded to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the change occurring.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Members of the public wishing to raise matters in accordance with Standing Order 2020 (3g & h), should raise them here. The length of the adjournment will be at the Chairman’s discretion. Matters requiring a Council decision must be included as a specific Agenda item.
An invitation to attend has been sent to the Police, County and City Councillors.
Following any other items raised by the public, the meeting will be reconvened and any decision taken by the Council will be documented under the agenda item.

Issues to discuss with additional attendees County Councillors and Police

1. Speeding on the East West Link Road

2. Speeding on Newsham Hall Lane

5 FUTURE CIL PROJECTs
The clerk has contacted PCC to request permission to retain CIL monies against future long term projects – no reply as yet.
Councillor Entwistle to discuss any suggestions that have been received for new/additional CIL projects.

6 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
TROs for the Catforth scheme speed limit changes have been advertised.  
As objections were raised to the initial scheme, in accordance with due process, the entire scheme including both the TROs and SLO will be presented to Cabinet for a decision on the path forward on 5th December 2024.  

No further action is required by WPC at this time.

7 SANDY LANE
Councillor Green has reported issues with parking on Sandy Lane.  The Clerk has contacted LCC to understand path to the completion of the works on Sandy Lane.

Councillor Guise to provide an update on the works on Sandy Lane.
8 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 31 October 2024 
The Chairman is requested to confirm the parish account statement has been verified with the End of October Bank statements. (Docs attached)
The End of October Balances were:

Current Account    £167,255.93
CCLA Account      £297,742.38
9 APPROVAL TO TRANSFER FUNDS
Consent is sought from members to transfer the sum of £77,257.62 to the CCLA account.  This will provide a balance in the CCLA account of £375,000 and leave sufficient funds in the Unity Trust Accounts to meet commitments until May 2025, when the Precept and April CIL instalment are paid.

10 BUDGET 2025/2026
The council is invited to discuss the budget proposals circulated by the Clerk in advance of the Meeting.
Key Points

New budget £64,635 up from £52,555. (additional cost and increased scope)

To be met from a 10% increase in precept and CIL interest.

The 10% increase in precept will not result in a 10% increase in council tax, as housebuilding is increasing the number of properties in the Parish.

The gross budget requirement needs to be submitted to Preston City Council no later than Friday 24 January 2025.
11 APPROVAL OF UPDATED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
The approval of the council is sought for the updated NALC model financial regulations which have been customised to align with the council processes.

The approval of the council is sought to obtain a purchase card, to be used in accordance with the processes set out in the Financial Regulations.  The approval arrangements for the use of the purchase card will mirror those for electronic banking transactions.
12 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 18 November 2024
Members are requested to note and approve the following accounts already paid after the September meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	September/October payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Postage for the Newsletter 
	Clerk
	£476.00
	Ref 96

	Bank Service Charge
	Unity Trust
	£7.50
	Ref 98

	Additional Charge for Newsletter Delivery
	JPP Media
	£224.40
	Ref 99

	Funding St Annes School Playground Improvements
	St Annes School
	£4,000.00
	Ref 100

	Wreaths
	Royal British Legion (Cheque)
	£40.00
	Ref 101

	Garden October 
	Lengthsman
	£306.49
	Ref 102

	Lengthsman Weeks 29-32
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 103

	Lengthsman Expenses
	Lengthsman
	£53.18
	Ref 104


We have been notified that we will receive a CIL payment of £47,830 on 28 October 2024.
13 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

Members are requested to approve the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk November 2024
	£91.68
	DD
	Ref 97

	Clerk Salary November 2024
	£996.27
	BACs
	

	HMRC PAYE 
	£794.14
	BACs
	

	Employer National Insurance
	£147.89
	BACs
	

	Parish Rooms Rental 11 November
	£50.00
	BACs
	

	Parish Room Rental 18 November
	£50.00
	BACs
	


14 CLERK SALARY REVIEW

The Clerk’s salary is tied to the local government pay scales.  An increase in those pay scales of £1,290 pro rata for part time has now been agreed with the employers.  This takes the Clerk’s salary to £17,073.51, with effect from 1 April 2024.  The pay amount in November 2024 includes backpay for the increase back to April 2024.  Councillors are invited to note this change.
15 LOWER HOUSE FARM – SOLAR FARM CONSULTATION

Councillors are invited to discuss any updated information on this proposal after the consultation event on 6th November.
16 WARDING ASSESSMENT

Clerk to provide an update on the consultation regarding changes to the Parish Council.  Council to consider how we should proceed based upon the results of the consultation.
17 REQUESTS FOR FUNDING

For mulch and replacement of several plants in the Community Garden – Circa £300.
The stones on the war memorial are very slippery (not due to algae, it is the stones themselves), it is recommended that a non-slip coating is applied.  Council to approve this course of action then quotations will be sought for the work.

18 NEW ESTATES MAINTENANCE
Cllr John Green and the Clerk to provide an update.

19 RIBBLESWOOD BRIDGE
Instructions have been given to PCC to proceed to tender with the replacement of the Ribbleswood Bridge.  PCC have advised of an increase in timescale and cost due to foundations needing to extend to 6 inches below the riverbed.
20 GRIT BINS

Councillors to identify if there are any other locations where additional grit bins are required?
(There is an LCC scoring process to determine if a location meets the requirements for a bin at their expense, if it doesn’t, we would have to fund them at our expense.

21 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Members are requested to consider and approve the attached delegated comments for October. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
22 RED TELEPHONE BOXES
Plough at Eaves – Defibrillator, Matthew Greaves to provide an update.
23 BINS AND PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
Bins have now been installed – stickers are awaited on some bins.
Planters – Highways approval has been provided for all planters outside of Catforth.  The Catforth ones will follow after the traffic calming scheme is completed.  A costed proposal for the purchase of the planters including shipment to Preston is being sought.  We agreed the principle of buying planters at a cost of up to £1000 each in April 2024, with the final approval being delayed to a later meeting, once the final costs were available.  
At this time no tenders are available for the filling and placement of the planters in the approved locations around the Parish.  The Clerk has contacted the 2 major groundwork contractors, who work in the area (Ashlea Landscapes, and Barton Grange Landscapes) neither are able to do the job as they do not have a crane/Hiab, which would be needed to lift the planters off the transport wagon and into place. Apart from contacting PCC, which is likely to be difficult and expensive, a commercial route for the placement of the planters has not been found.  Councillors are asked to identify potential suppliers and seek tenders if the route is considered viable.

Proposals for both the purchase of the planters and placement in location will be brought to the January meeting for approval by the Council.
24 BENCHES

Paul Entwistle to provide an update.
A resident has asked whether he can sponsor a bench and put a plaque on it in memory of his late wife.  Councillors to consider whether this is acceptable.
25 PARKING ON THE ORCHARD


Council to discuss the letter forwarded by the local MP.

26 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
27 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 20th January 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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